
William Street School

Reader’s Hall of Fame Contest
About the Contest

This is a contest for all fifth graders at William Street Elementary. To enter the 
contest, students must submit a book review about the best book they have read 
in the past year.  The contest has five winners, who will have their work displayed 
at William Street.

Rules
1. This contest is open to fifth grade students at William Street School.
2. Reviews must be three paragraphs long and fit on one page.
3. One submission per student is allowed.
4. Reviews will be scored on the attached rubric. Spelling and grammar count.
5. No reviews about Diary of a Wimpy Kid or Dork Diaries will be considered.

Prizes
Five grand prize winners win:

○ A $10 gift certificate to Monkey See, Monkey Do Bookstore
○ A drawstring backpack
○ A certificate
○ Their work displayed in the hallway for the next school year
○ Honorable mention winners will receive a certificate and bracelet
○ Grand prize winners and honorable mention winners will have their 

reviews displayed on the library website

How to Submit a Review

● Join the Library’s Google Classroom. 
The join code is: LXW11A

● Look for the assignment “Reader’s 
Hall of Fame Review.”

● Type your review using this document
● Make sure to turn it in using Google 

Classroom by Monday, June 4.



William Street School Reader’s Hall of Fame Contest

Writing a Book Review

Your assignment is to write a book review about a favorite book of your choice. 
Be sure to follow the guidelines below and include all of the sections. Leaving any 
section out will lower your score.  Remember, a book review is not the same as a 
book summary. You must give an opinion and make a recommendation. Your 
review should include:

Paragraph 1: Introduction and Summary

Be sure to include the title and author of the book you are reviewing. 
Accurately summarize the plot of the story. Help the reader get the idea of 
the story without giving away the ending.

Paragraph 2: Opinion Statement

State your opinion(s) about the book. Be sure to explain them with 
supporting details.

Paragraph 3: Recommendation

Who are you recommending this book to?  Try and think about age, grade 
level, topic, and interests. Who should read this book and why?

Important Things to Remember

* Pick a book that you really like.
* Think about what information YOU want to know before you choose a 

book.  What kind of review would convince YOU to read this book?
* Book titles should be capitalized and italicized. Example: Gertie’s Leap to 

Greatness.
* Make sure to include the name of the author in your book review.
* Do not give away the ending in your review.

This contest is run by the Library Department at William Street Elementary School. 
Questions about the Reader’s Hall of Fame Contest should be directed to 

rharris@lancasterschools.org or sdevaney@lancasterschools.org

mailto:rharris@lancasterschools.org


Overview

Very interesting 
summary of the 
book that contains 
the main events of 
the story and a brief 
description of the 
plot.
Provides the reader 
with a clear idea of 
what the book is 
about.

Overview has an 
accurate summary 
of the book that 
provides some 
accurate details and 
1-2 story elements.

Overview is 
somewhat difficult 
to follow with few 
accurate details. 
Identifies only one 
story element.

Overview is difficult 
to understand. The 
reader cannot figure 
out what the book is 
about. Does not 
accurately identify 
story elements.
or
The review gives 
away too much of 
the story or tells the 
ending.

Opinion

Contains an opinion 
statement about the 
book and many 
details that support 
or explain the 
opinion.

Contains an opinion 
statement about the 
book and some 
details that support 
or explain the 
opinion.

Does not contain an 
opinion statement 
about the book or 
provides few 
accurate details that 
support or explain 
the opinion.

Opinion is not 
understood because 
the writer fails to 
support or explain 
the opinion with 
accurate details 
from the story.

Recommendation

Contains a 
recommendation for 
a specific target 
audience and the 
reasons for it.

Contains a 
recommendation for 
a target audience, 
but provides no 
reasons.

Contains a 
recommendation, 
but does not say for 
what audience.

Contains no 
recommendation.

Writing Style

Strong opening and 
closing statements. 
Logically group 
ideas into 
appropriate 
paragraphs. Uses 
sentence variety in a 
meaningful and 
interesting way. 
Uses vivid, 
descriptive 
vocabulary.

Contains an opening 
and closing 
sentence.
Logically groups 
ideas into 
appropriate 
paragraphs.
Has some sentence 
variety – uses words 
and language that 
are right for the 
topic.

Does not contain an 
opening or closing 
sentence. 
Ideas are somewhat 
grouped into 
paragraphs. 
Writes in sentences, 
but many are alike 
or start the same 
way. Uses tired or 
overused words.

Writing is difficult to 
read because ideas 
are out of order.
Does not write in 
complete sentences.
Use immature or 
inappropriate words.

Mechanics

Very few, if any, 
grammatical, 
spelling, 
punctuation, or 
mechanical errors.

Some grammatical 
or mechanical errors 
that don’t interfere 
with understanding.

Grammatical or 
mechanical errors 
that make reading 
the assignment a 
little difficult.

Numerous errors 
that make the piece 
very difficult to 
understand.

Required 
Elements Include

-Clear font
-Student name
-Teacher name
-Title of book
-Author of book
-Image of the   
  book cover
-Correct
  capitalization

Includes all seven 
required elements.

Missing two or less 
required elements.

Missing four or less 
required elements.

Missing six required 
elements.

Readers Hall of Fame Book Review Rubric


